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CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 5554 

BRUSSELS FOR USEEC 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 
TAGS: EEC TS PINT 

SUB J : APPOINTMENT OF NEW TUNISIAN AMBASSADOR TO EC & BELGIUM 
M'HAMED ESSAAFI 

REF: BRUSSELS 15144 

1 . M'HAMED ESSAAFI, TUNISIA'S NEWAMBASSADOR TO THE EC 

AND BRUSSELS, HAS BEEN SECRETARY GENERAL FOR ADMINISTRATION 
AT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY SINCE MID-1976. HE WAS BORN IN KELIBIA ON 
CAP BON IN 1930. HE RECEIVED HIS SECONDARY EDUCATION AT 
THE COLLEGE SADIKI IN TUNIS WHERE MOST OF THE TUNISIAN 
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP WAS TRAINED AND RECEIVED HIS HIGHER 
EDUCATION AT THE SORBONNE IN PARIS, SPECIALIZING IN ENGLISH 
STUDIES. 

2. ESSAAFI JOINED THE TUNISIAN DIPLOMATIC SERVICE IN 1956 
AND SERVED IN LONDON, WASHINGTON AND TUNIS (AS AMERICAN 
DESK OFFICER) IN HIS EARLY CAREER. HE RECEIVED HIS FIRST 
AMBASSADORIAL APPOINTMENT IN 1964 TOLONDON AND SINCE THEN 
HAS BEEN AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW (WITH CONCURRENT 
ACCREDITATION TO WARSAW AND HANOI) AND BONN. HE RETURNED 
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TO TUNIS FROM BONN IN 1976 TO BECOME SECRETARY GENERAL 
FOR ADMINISTRATION AT FOR FOREIGNMINISTRY. 

3. ESSAAFI, WHO HAS A REPUTATION FOR BEING INTELLIGENT, 

POISED, AND ENERGETIC, WAS A PROTEGE OF HABIB 
BOURGUIBA, JR., WHILE THE PRESIDENT'S SON FOR FOREIGN 
MINISTER. ESSAAFI HAS IMPRESSED AMERICAN OFFICIALS WITH 
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HIS CANDOR AND HIS COMPETENCE AND HE IS WELL DISPOSED 
TOWARD THE UNITED STAES. IN OUR OPINION, HE IS ONE OF 
THE BEST OFFICERS IN TUNISIA'S PROFESSIONAL DIPLOMATIC 
SERVICE. 

4. ESSAAFI IS MARRIED TO A WOMAN WHO WAS BORN IN 
BEIRUT. THEY BOTH SPEAK FRENCH, ARABIC, ITALIAN AND 
ENGLISH. THE HAVE 3 CHILDREN, TWO BOYS AND ONE GIRL. THEY WILL 
TRAVEL WITH THE ESSAAFIS TO BELGIUM, ALTHOUGH ONE SON MAY 
GO TO BOARDING SCHOOL IN SWITZERLAND. THE ESSAAFIS PLAN 
TO ARRIVE IN BRUSSELS IN LATE AUGUST. 
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